
For many of us, the holiday season offered a wonderful opportunity to rekindle relationships with family, both old and young. 

The arrival of the new year got me thinking about tomorrow’s generation of philanthropists and the positive influences an 

active charitable lifestyle can have on younger family members. 

This edition of The Philanthropist focuses on reasons to acquaint children and grandchildren to the world of altruism at an 

early age. Besides adding to the civil fabric of society, a recent study suggests that young people feel a sense of control when 

offered a chance to help others. Read why it’s important to introduce the rewards of philanthropy to the next generation and 

learn how to start a conversation on family giving.

On the back cover, our Charity Spotlight features a far-sighted nonprofit that 

makes a 10-year commitment to helping develop critical decision-making 

skills among high-risk youth in New York City. See the amazing academic 

statistics reported by the Fiver Children’s Foundation.

Thank you for contributing to a successful 2014. Keep in mind that as 

a donor advised fund owner, you may grant as little as $100 to qualified charities, offering you an affordable way to get 

young people involved in the spirit of giving. The U.S. Charitable Gift Trust® appreciates your philanthropic vision and looks 

forward to working with you in 2015.

Dear U.S. Charitable Gift Trust® donor, 

Winter 2015

Sincerely,

Jeffrey P. Beale

President 

The U.S. Charitable Gift Trust®
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Personal Rewards of Family Giving
The importance of engaging the next generation 

Instill a healthy sense of control. 

Today’s news may paint a scary picture of the 
outside world to children. By nurturing their 
charitable instincts, young people tend to feel 
more empowered and better able to deal with 
the challenges of an evolving society. It lets 
them know they can make a difference.

Gain insights into your heirs’ interests. 

A philanthropic lifestyle is about embracing 
passions and compassions. Allowing children 
to explore their personal interests – animals, 
sports, arts and, when they get older, 
education, sciences, medicine – may help 
clarify their vision of community. 

Demonstrate the virtues a balanced life.

Making charitable contributions on a regular 
basis can provide a built-in counter-balance to 
the inexorable pull of materialism present in 
any capitalism-based society. 

Teach financial literacy. 

With Americans in the midst of the largest 
transfer of wealth in history, getting young 
people involved in charitable giving may 
offer a practical and fun way to improve their 
knowledge of basic financial management 
skills – saving, spending, and decision-making. 
Financial literacy may be especially vital to 
heirs in line to inherit family wealth.

Strengthen family ties. 

Establishing a family charity is an intimate 
way to perpetuate the personal values you hold 
dear and to strengthen the bonds between 
elder and younger generations. 

Getting children and grandchildren involved in philanthropic pursuits at an early age may 
offer a lifetime of personal rewards that extend far beyond a shorter-term tax deduction. 

A recent study by the Women’s Philanthropy Institute1 suggests that engaging young 
people in worthwhile charitable causes may contribute to positive character development 
and help shape long-term gifting behaviors. As a mentor, you can play an influential role in 
familiarizing the next generation to the joys and benefits of an active philanthropic lifestyle.

1Source: Women Give 2013, Women’s Philanthropy Institute, Indiana University Lilly Family School of Philanthropy.

Here are several reasons to introduce your loved ones to a family-based gifting environment:
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Passing the Baton
Talk to young people about the pleasures of charitable giving

Why we are here. 

Start by expressing gratitude that your family 
is financially sound enough to share a portion 
of your wealth with others less fortunate. 
Let young family members know that a 
philanthropic lifestyle can be a rewarding 
experience on multiple levels.

What would Superman do?

Sharing your charitable history with 
descendants can be a special experience. 
Have you contributed to a medical cause or 
institution to honor the memory a departed 
family member? Perhaps you share a mutual 
passion for the arts, education or religion. To 
get a six-year-old talking in a language they 
understand, ask: “If you were a superhero, 
how would you change the world?”

Field trip. 

Many large nonprofits welcome onsite visitors, 
especially young people showing an interest 
in their charitable mission. If they have a PR 
liaison, tell them what you’re trying to achieve 
and ask for suggestions on how to make your 
philanthropic experience more real for everyone. 

Individual responsibility. 

Allocate a small dollar sum to each budding 
philanthropist to use as an individual grant. 
Ask each member to research a favorite charity 
and briefly explain why they want to contribute 
to this organization and how they hope their 
grant will help.

Building teamwork. 

Set aside a larger grant amount for a select 
team of young family members – brothers, 
sisters, cousins – to donate as a unit. This 
collective approach will compel a measure of 
cooperation and strategy management.

Offer the gift of time. 

Volunteering is a great way to develop 
confidence, skills and appreciation for civic 
duty. Donating time at an animal clinic or local 
food pantry is an opportunity to enjoy a shared 
experience and create a tradition of family 
leadership and pride.

If you’re thinking about establishing a family-oriented gifting program, here are some ideas 
to discuss at your first meeting.

Did you know?
Since inception in 1999, the U.S. Charitable Gift Trust® has distributed $407 million dollars to 
qualified nonprofit organizations in all 50 states.

Source: The U.S. Charitable Gift Trust®, 2014.
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Charity Spotlight

Questions? Contact Us!

We are here to assist you  
Monday through Friday  
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. EST at  
800-664-6901

You can also write to us at:

The U.S. Charitable Gift Trust®

c/o Wilmington Trust Retirement & Institutional Services
1100 North Market Street, 2nd Floor
Wilmington, DE 19890

Visit us online at:

www.uscharitablegifttrust.org

The Fiver Children’s Foundation is an innovative youth-oriented nonprofit that makes an intensive 10-year 
commitment to high-risk youth from underserved communities in New York City and central New York. 

Fiver takes its name from an inspiring character in the children’s novel Watership Down. Published in 1972, the fantasy story 
underscores the virtues of leadership, courage and survival through the voice of a small, but visionary rabbit, Fiver. The wee 
bunny searches for a better way of life in a world full of challenges while warning peers about the dangers of complacency.

Moved by the story’s message of struggle and hope, founder and board chairman Tom Tucker established Fiver in 1998 as a 
summer camp for economically disadvantaged children. Since then, his program has expanded to a comprehensive lifestyle 
initiative that emphasizes personal integrity and day-to-day perseverance. 

Cultivating Sound Judgment

To pursue its broad goals, Fiver maintains partnerships with neighborhood schools 
and community groups offering a network of support to at-risk youth on a year-
round basis. Fiver’s mentoring style is designed to cultivate sound judgment skills 
to help participants – known as “Fivers” – make proper life decisions that lead to 
success in school, career and everyday relationships.

Fiver 

519 Eighth Avenue, Floor 24

New York, New York 10018

212.971.9562

www.fiver.org 

The U.S. Charitable Gift Trust® (USCGT) is a tax-exempt, public charity that receives donations from individuals, corporations and others, and 
certain donations are managed as part of its donor advised fund program. The USCGT makes grants to numerous charitable organizations 
throughout the United States, selected by The USCGT including qualified charities recommended to The USCGT by Donors and others 
authorized by the Donor to make grant recommendations subject to approval by USCGT. The USCGT is located at 1100 North Market Street, 
2nd Floor, Wilmington, DE 19890. Charitable contributions accepted by The USCGT are irrevocable. Donors have no right to income or 
principal other than as provided by Pooled Income Fund accounts, and account values will fluctuate. The USCGT and its Pooled Income Funds 
are not guaranteed or insured by any governmental body. The USCGT is not available in Puerto Rico. A financial statement of The USCGT, for 
whom the solicitation is being made, and a copy of the contract will be provided upon request. Prospective donors are encouraged to consult 
their tax advisors regarding their specific tax status before contributing.

Fiver commits to long-term character development 

Success 
by the 
numbers

93% Fivers who’ve graduated high school or received a GED. 
          (For comparison, the average graduation rate for NYC residents is 65%.)

95% Fiver high-school grads who’ve enrolled in or graduated college.

Please note that The U.S. Charitable Gift Trust® does not endorse this organization but are providing the information as reference and for 
informational use only. 


