
As this challenging winter begins to transition into spring, I’d like to again thank you for choosing The U.S. Charitable Gift 

Trust® to help pursue your long-term philanthropic vision. Whatever the season, your generosity continues to enhance the 

lives of others. 

With April 15 just around the corner, we are also reminded that changes 

to the IRS code last year may result in bigger tax bills for many high-net-

worth taxpayers. 

The spring edition of The Philanthropist offers some valuable information 

on the potential tax benefits of your contributions. Please take a look inside 

to see if any of the practical ideas we provide can help you manage your 

gifts with even greater efficiency. 

We are happy to assist you in making your charitable wishes a reality throughout the year. Please consider us a principal 

source of information on charitable gifting. We are proud to have you as a donor and thank you for your continued support.

Sincerely,

Jeffrey P. Beale

President 

The U.S. Charitable Gift Trust®
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Tax season to-do list

“Nothing can be said to be certain except death and taxes.”

— Often attributed to Benjamin Franklin

April 15 is a reminder that it’s important to periodically 

revisit your estate and trust documents. As you prepare 

your 2013 tax forms, here are four boxes you’ll want to 

check off:

• Create a Will. If you haven’t created one yet, a valid and 

carefully structured will is essential for ensuring your 

distribution wishes are honored and your heirs receive 

what you intended.  

• Review Beneficiaries. Updating beneficiary designations 

— for both insurance and investment accounts — may 

help avoid possible probate challenges in the future.

• Update Health Care Proxy. Designating a health care 

proxy may help ease some of the emotional decisions 

family members face when a trustor’s physical and 

mental health declines to a point of incapacitation. Clear 

instructions can direct your “health-care agent” to make 

proper medical and, if needed, end-of-life decisions.  

• Consolidate Key Information. If you were suddenly 

gone, would your family know where to find the financial 

information you’ve accumulated over a lifetime? 

Probably not. Consider this simple and inexpensive 

solution: 

Create a single file of key information — with names, 

addresses, account numbers, online usernames 

and passwords — and share it with the “personal 

representative” identified in your will as having power of 

attorney for financial affairs. 

Here are areas to help you get started:

• professional service providers, including accountants, 

lawyers, doctors, insurance agents

• bank accounts, safe deposit boxes

• retirement plans, including 401(k)s, IRAs, pensions

• credit cards, loans

• real estate interests, mortgages

• stocks, bonds, annuities, mutual funds, life insurance 

policies

• service and maintenance plans for your home, utilities 

and vehicles

• ID numbers for Social Security, Medicare and other 

government benefits

• location of jewelry, heirlooms and valuables stored in 

hard-to-find places
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Generate an immediate tax deduction

Trusts are nimble legal instruments that can pursue multiple estate planning and tax management needs at the same time.

In addition to providing financial security for your heirs and establishing a family legacy by supporting nonprofit institutions 

that reflect your personal values, when you contribute to a Donor Advised Fund or Pooled Income Fund, you also become 

eligible for an immediate income tax deduction.

Ideas for your charitable accounts. Tax season may be a good time to review your charitable accounts to ensure that you 

are making the most of your gifts.

• Donor Advised Funds: Review your asset mix to make sure your initial allocation strategy is still aligned with your current 

philanthropic goals. Call your financial advisor or email giftrust@wilmingtontrust.com to see how you can optimize your 

gifting potential.

• Donor Advised and Pooled Income Funds: To help secure your philanthropic legacy, review and, if necessary, revise the 

successor beneficiary(ies) designated on your charitable accounts.  

Estimate your deductible amount. The actual amount of your Pooled Income Fund deduction is determined by several 

factors, including the fair market value of your gift, the number and age(s) of beneficiaries, and an IRS-determined rate of 

return. For flexibility, donors may take advantage of tax benefits the same year contributions are made, while deferring grant 

recommendations until a later date. 

You can estimate your deductible amount online by visiting The U.S. Charitable Gift Trust® (USCGT) website, listed 

below. For current yields, call Eaton Vance at 800-836-2414. Wilmington Trust, trustee for USCGT, is also available at 

800-664-6901 to answer questions about the Income Tax Deduction Calculator. 

To estimate your tax deduction, visit:

http://www.uscharitablegifttrust.org/Estimate-Income-Tax-Deduction.php



Eaton Vance Distributors, Inc. is a paid Solicitor that will receive as costs, expenses and fees a portion of the solicited funds raised through 
the solicitation campaign. For more complete information about such fees, please see The USCGT Gifting Booklet dated September 1, 2013, 
as may be amended.
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Charity Spotlight

Questions? Contact Us!

We are here to assist you  
Monday through Friday  
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. EST at  
800-664-6901

You can also write to us at:

The U.S. Charitable Gift Trust®

c/o Wilmington Trust Retirement & Institutional Services
1100 North Market Street, 2nd Floor
Wilmington, DE 19890

Visit us online at:

www.uscharitablegifttrust.org

Poverty knows no borders. According to the World Bank, about 80% of the earth’s population lives on less than $10 

a day. Since 1981, Unbound has been delivering financial support and sponsoring innovative programs to help battle 

the core roots of poverty in some 21 developing countries.

The nonprofit humanitarian group has assisted over 300,000 residents of all ages in various regions of the world 
including Mexico, Central America, South America, the Caribbean, Africa and Asia. Unbound takes a personal 
approach to service by focusing on building partnerships between families and communities to help them create 
paths to a better lifestyle. 

Beyond the basics. Contributing $30 a month on average, Unbound’s 267,000 
sponsors try to go beyond basic life necessities by helping empower individuals 
to become self-sustaining community members through education, skills training 
and other initiatives. Sponsors also get to communicate to their sponsored friends 
through letters, photographs and even travel. 

Unbound has an A+ rating from Charity Watch and 93.6% of contributions 
go directly to program support, with the balance covering fundraising and 
administrative costs. 

To learn more about Unbound, please visit www.unbound.org

Empowering the world’s marginalized

Unbound 

1 Elmwood Avenue

Kansas City, KS 66103

800.875.6564

The U.S. Charitable Gift Trust® (USCGT) is a tax-exempt, public charity that receives donations from individuals, corporations and others, and 
certain donations are managed as part of its donor advised fund program. The USCGT makes grants to numerous charitable organizations 
throughout the United States, selected by The USCGT including qualified charities recommended to The USCGT by Donors and others authorized 
by the Donor to make grant recommendations subject to approval by USCGT. The USCGT is located at 1100 North Market Street, 2nd Floor, 
Wilmington, DE 19890. Charitable contributions accepted by The USCGT are irrevocable. Donors have no right to income or principal other than 
as provided by Pooled Income Fund accounts, and account values will fluctuate. The USCGT and its Pooled Income Funds are not guaranteed or 
insured by any governmental body. The USCGT is not available in Puerto Rico. A financial statement of The USCGT, for whom the solicitation is 
being made, and a copy of the contract will be provided upon request. Prospective donors are encouraged to consult their tax advisors regarding 
their specific tax status before contributing.


